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Dear Editor, o
I meticulously. read
cover to cover your firgt

dcopyeditiori of Bos-

ton Haittian Reporter. |
have shared it with an
Asian colleague who
was born in Carib-

bean. She liked it ang"

will get some. of Marde
Edith’s 5
ear old daughter liked
oan Hyppolite’s short
story, “Dyaspora”. She
can identify with it, -
As someone who has
been in the Boston area
foralmost th
I wholehéartedly s

owing thie lack-of in-

terest in reading and -
the

rint materials .
aitian community, I

am hoping it would not -
be a one or two issue
previ-
ous publications have

newspaper, like

.

My attention was par-
ticui}:;rly drawn o_npthe
reprint of the AP article
by Terry Spencer on
South Florida’s Haitian
community. He related
the political, social and
economic gain in that
region which is a posi-

 fostor.

astries, My 14 .
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tive asrpect. In the other
hand, Ywould like to side
with  Mr, Marckly
Joseph’s concerns on
those “left behind”, An
increasing number of
Haitians are being “left
ind” in the economic
and educational advan-
tages that Boston is re- -
puted for, '
-Mr. Josephsaid, “In 10
years, I'm afraid there
will be a lot of Haitians
In e justice system if
nothing {s done.”
I'would like to under-
score there will be a ot

1¢arh P~ more Haitians dealing
Eﬁrt this ‘endeavor, .

with the legal system in
the United States if the
future of the Haitian
Youth is not addressed
and acted upon. Incar-

r

cerated Haitians was

1970's and most of the
1980r's. Something needs
tobe done. Therali gious
sector can be very influ-
ential in redirecting the
you:;ﬁ Haitian male be-
fore the females get im-
glicated with the law. I

elieve the Haitian
ecclesial communities

-need to start actively

engage into the social

hardly heard of in the

%4/ Dt ff
|

issues like many Afri-
can-American pastors
are doing. They are nqt
only in the pupilts, they
are working ‘with the
schools, law enforce-
ment and other social
community agencies!
For instance, in Cam-
bridge, the Black Pastors

‘association are engaged
In conversation with the

school system.
Aside from their work,
a church premise is
where actively “relj.
glous” Haitians spend
most of their leisure or
free time. I sometimes
feel embarrassed mak-
ing excuses for Haitian
parents who don't at-
tend Parent-Teachers,
city council or other
municipal meetings
while many chiirches
are filled with people
onweeknight prayerser-
vices. Some schools hold
meetings on Sunday
nights,” But some
churches have two ser-
vices on Sundays which
the same parishioners
who went in the mormn-
in?ret-um fo. -
don’t know if the
Haitian ministers are
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aware that the perfunc-
tory styleof ministry that
they are engaging’in is
notconducive to the 21st
Century theology or
eventheScr
looks at arc 16: 15,
Matthew 23:23, Mat-
thew 25: 34-46 or Jesus’
life in general,

The fime has come for’

protestant and Catholic

ministers to start com- '

municating ‘with one
another to see how they
can use their influence
so that Haitians can be

actively engaged in the -

Americansociety by vot-
ing, reading, attending
town meetings an

spending less time in
long repetitive prayer
meetings. Active prayer

and participation in.
one’s community may -
diminish the number of

Haitians who are al-

ready involved with the -
judiciary system in this -

country,
-Nekita Laniour

(Nekita Lamout -is an.
educator and essayist who
has been active in the civie’
and religious life .of the .

Haitian community in the
Boston area for many years.
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Boston’s Civic Life
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Her articles had appeared  aswellas Haitign néwépa«

inseveral educational pub- pers and magazines in.dhet

lications in the Boston area LS and Hathi,) 0 sk
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VATICAN, CETVAENS
ing over who comesifiss
power instead. of focu
ness, said Cardinal Joseph Rat
"I h%ﬂesuﬁ)@qigﬁﬁ%ﬂf
us.what we were talking ab
to blush and fall silent” like the g3
,x:s—:feqt i

gation for the Dottr
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tion of the Diocese orﬂﬁgggl‘saf
too often ecclesiology — thie )
— gets so bogged downfigies ructy
that the purpose of the.church is ovétlooked. ©

I s A =it
 Cardinal Ratzinger said the Sechiid- Vatican
Council’s description of -the ch !

eople as reflecting the ” general
gc u%e of the word ‘peaple;™” %ﬁhdu
ist point of view of “the péople” b
sition to the ruling classes: . ERT :
The result, he said, was a discussion framed
as “a struggle for powet.”" e S

an ENAPT B g




